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The impact of a reviewer on a given films box office performance is a matter of debate. 
Some observers claim that movie marketing in the 2000s is so intense, well-coordinated and 
well financed that reviewers cannot prevent a poorly written or filmed blockbuster from 
attaining market success. However, the cataclysmic failure of some heavily promoted films 
which were harshly reviewed, as well as the unexpected success of critically praised 
independent films indicates that extreme critical reactions can have considerable influence. 
Other observers note that positive film reviews have been shown to spark interest in little- 
known films. Conversely, there have been several films in which film companies have so 
little confidence that they refuse to give reviewers an advanced viewing to avoid widespread 
panning of the film. However, this usually backfires, as reviewers are wise to the tactic and 
warn the public that the film may not be worth seeing and the films often do poorly as a 
result. Journalist film critics are sometimes called film reviewers. Critics who take a more 
academic approach to films, through publishing in film journals and writing books about 
films using film theory or film studies approaches, study how film and filming techniques 
work, and what effect they have on people. Rather than having their reviews published in 
newspapers or appearing on television, their articles are published in scholarly journals or 
up-market magazines. They also tend to be affiliated with colleges or universities as 
professors or instructors. 


Fan film Main article: Fan film A fan film is a film or video inspired by a film, television 
program, comic book or a similar source, created by fans rather than by the sources 
copyright holders or creators. Fan filmmakers have traditionally been amateurs, but some of 
the most notable films have actually been produced by professional filmmakers as film 
school class projects or as demonstration reels. Fan films vary tremendously in length, from 
short faux-teaser trailers for non-existent motion pictures to rarer full-length motion 
pictures. 


The 2020 Cannes Film Festival sent out invitations on March 6, despite France 
implementing limits on public gatherings beyond its scheduled dates the Cannes Television 
Festivals Canneseries and MIPTV chose not to run, however, with Canneseries rescheduling 
for October and MIPTV canceling its event.764 On March 19, the Festival de Cannes 
announced that it cannot be held on the scheduled dates, from May 12-23. Several options 
are considered in order to preserve its running, the main one being a simple postponement, 
in Cannes, until the end of June-beginning of July 2020.65 Cannes main venue has been 
converted into a temporary homeless shelter.66 Some festivals, including Tribeca, SXSW, 
ReelAbilities, TCM Classic Film Festival, and the Greenwich International Film Festival have 
created new online programming in lieu of having an in-person festival.67 The 2020 Toronto 
International Film Festival is also planned to proceed at least partially online68 on July 30, 
TIFF programmers announced a much smaller than normal lineup of feature films that will 
be screened at drive-in theatre venues and online.69 
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